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Library Research Tools 

Non-fiction Books – contain 
factual information and can be 
checked out.

Databases– People

Databases– States & Countries

 Databases- Encyclopedias 

 Websites
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To search for a nonfiction book follow these steps:

1) Go to our website: www.lfpl.org

2) Click on “Library Catalog”



Let’s look for a book about President Barack Obama.

1) In “Keyword search” type “ Barack Obama.”

2) Search by: Subject

3) Limit to: Book

4) Press the “enter” key or click “Go!” 



The first title has 273 pages. That’s too many! 

Scroll down to find a title with

the amount of pages that is best for your report.



The second book listed has 40 pages. 

The third book has 128 pages.

Choose one with enough information for a report.



Is this book in the library right now?

Click on “Where is it?” to find out.

The catalog shows the book is “In” at the Crescent Hill Branch.

If the book is “Out” at your branch, ask library staff for help. 



“Why can’t I just copy from the book?”

What is plagiarism?
-Presenting someone else’s writing as your own by either copying it word-for-word 

or not listing where you found the information.

What is paraphrasing?

-Putting the information you have read into your own words. Read first, then write 

down what you remember. Go back and make sure the facts are accurate.

Example of paraphrasing from the non-fiction book, Almost Gone: 

The Worlds Rarest Animals, by Steve Jenkins.

Text directly from a book: “The Tasmanian wolf, or thylacine, was not 

really a wolf. It was a marsupial and carried its young in a pouch like a 

kangaroo.”

In your own words: The Tasmanian wolf was a marsupial, not a 

wolf. It held its babies in its pouch just like a kangaroo.

What are citations?
They list information about the book, database or website you used and give credit 

to authors.
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